
What was it like to live in Bury 100 years ago?W 

 

 

   

        

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

                   

 

                        

 

 

 

  

 

 

Topic Enrichment 

As well as your maths and English home learning, here 

are some suggestions of topic work for you to do. Task 1 

Many of the homes we 

still live in today were 

around in the 1920s.   

Find out the similarities 

and differences 

between an old house 

and a modern house.  

What clues can you 

spot from the outside 

that can help you to 

work out whether the 

house was built a long 

time ago or more 

recently? 

Task 2 

A century ago there were far fewer domestic 

appliances in the home. 

Find out how most people had to do their 

weekly washing. 

Pretend to be the person who had to do your 

family’s washing and write a Wash Day diary. 

 

Task 3 

One hundred years ago many towns were still dominated by 

a handful of trades or industries.  

Research what jobs people in Bury would have done, 

thinking especially about the textile and paper mills.  

Write a job advert for one of these jobs, including the skills 

needed, the working hours, holidays and pay. 



 

 

Task 4 

Children’s toys and games were very different 

in the 1920s, with no electronic gadgets or 

things made from plastic. 

Also because there was so few cars, children 

were able to play out on the street.  They 

played marbles or skipping games, or just 

made up games with things they found. 

Find out about a “street” game such as 

hopscotch and play it at home.  Write the rules 

of the game as a set of instructions.  

 

Task 5 

Many things about going to school were 

different 100 years ago, although some of the 

things would be familiar to us today.  

Compare your typical school day with someone 

who was at infant school in the 1920s.  What 

things are the same?  What things are 

different? 

You could perhaps present this as a timetable 

for 1920 and a timetable for 2020. 

 

Task 6 

The artist L.S. Lowry was born and lived not far 

from Bury.  He is most famous for his 

industrial landscapes that depict the cities and 

towns of Lancashire.  His paintings also often 

feature crowds of “matchstick” people and cats 

and dogs.  

Have a look at examples of Lowry’s work and 

draw or paint your own industrial landscape in 

his style, imagining what Bury might have 

looked like 100 years ago.  

CHALLENGE ACTIVITIES 

Two tasks that will take longer to do.  As well as writing, the finished work should include drawings, photographs, maps, etc.  

A famous person 

In the 1920s some women began to move out of their traditional roles of mother and homemaker.  

In 1929 a woman called Amy Johnson obtained her pilot’s licence.  The following year she became the first woman to fly solo from England to Australia.  

Find out about her life and write a biography.  

 

A famous event 

In 1923 Bury’s neighbouring town’s football team, Bolton Wanderers won the first F.A. Cup Final ever to be played at Wembley Stadium.  The match 

became known as the White Horse Final. 

Research all about what happened that day and present this as a newspaper report (a recount).  


