
 

 

 

 

 

15.5.20 

POSSIBLE WIDER OPENING OF SCHOOL FOR RECEPTION, YEAR 1 & YEAR 6  

FROM 1st JUNE 

  

Dear Parents of Reception, Year 1 & Year 6,  

  

As you will have seen from the recent announcements, the government are 

aiming to gradually allow more children back into school in Reception, Year 1 

and Year 6 alongside the priority group (keyworkers and vulnerable children) – 

refer to the DFE guidance link re key workers; the criteria remains unchanged.. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-

settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-

educational-settings-from-1-june 

The following link will take you to the information for parents and carers 

regarding the reopening of schools.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-ofeducational-settings-

information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-

settingsfrom-1-june   

 

We are assured that this wider opening will only take place when the five key 

tests set by the government are met. Schools are being asked to plan on this 

basis and confirmation will be given nearer the time. 

In recent days there has been much criticism of the government for mixed 

messages and confusing information. On that basis, I aim to be clear and 

concise. We are aware that there are many worries and anxieties surrounding 

decisions to come out of lockdown and return to some kind of ‘normal’. The 
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safety, wellbeing and mental health of all our Old Hall pupils will remain a 

priority and is more important than ever at the moment. 

The gradual return to school comes with strict caveats based upon the 

recommendations for schools which I have summarised below to give you a 

sense of how it will work. 

 Drop-off and pick-ups will be staggered to avoid groups of adults mixing 

(only 1 adult per child)  

 Classes will need to be split with groups limited to a maximum of 15 

and children will stay in the same group each day and avoid mixing with 

other groups in school, including at break times.  

 Teaching staff will be timetabled to focus upon the same area/s of the 

curriculum each week. 

  Desks will be spaced as far apart as possible and the children will be 

expected to remain in their places when in the classroom (except EYFS) 

  All unnecessary items will be removed from classrooms (soft furnishing 

etc)  

 Break times and lunch times will be staggered to avoid groups mixing 

and/or the playground will be cordoned off and taped into sections, 

where pupils can remain with their allocated group within this area. 

  Uniform will need to be washed every night  

 If a child tests positive, the rest of their group and the staff of that 

group will have to self-isolate for 14 days  

 Finally - and this is not in the guidance, it goes without saying that 
your child will of course be well cared for by our wonderful staff, 
albeit from a safe distance.  

 

The guidance goes into far more detail and whilst I haven’t quoted it to make 

you anxious, I think it is vital you understand how different school will be 

during this period. There is specific guidance about children who live with 

anyone who is vulnerable as you may need to seek medical advice before 

making a decision. I am not even going to pretend we can achieve 2 metre 

social distancing – I know from the group we have had over the last 8 weeks 

that the younger they are, the more impossible it is!   

  



Obviously, all of this could change if the five government tests aren’t met by 

1st June, but it is wise to have an outline plan ready with more specific details 

that schools will provide nearer the time.   

 

For now, you are advised to read the parental guidance on the link and notify 

school by 3.30pm on Monday 17th May if you DO intend to send your child 

back to school from 1st June, or oldhall@bury.gov.uk. If your child WILL NOT 

be attending, YOU DO NOT NEED TO CONTACT SCHOOL.  Please note that it is 

only for key workers children/vulnerable children, Year 6, Year 1 and EYFS that 

this applies to and not pupils from other classes at this time. The Governing 

Body and the LA will decide if the LA  Risk Assessment Criteria for safety, 

mental health and well being can be met without any concerns, if not, then the 

school will not be permitted to open for some/all of the aforementioned year 

groups. 

  

Whilst we believe that normally school is the best place for your child to learn, 
both academically and socially, the decision to send your child in under the 
current circumstances is entirely yours, and yours alone. There is no 
obligation to, and parents will not be fined if they choose not to send their 
child in. If you wish to care for your child at home you can do this. No school 
is able to 100% guarantee the safety/protection of their children even 
following the government guidelines.  Please be assured that remote online 
learning will continue for all children irrespective of whether or not they are in 
school. 
 
 The science cited in the government documents tell us that children get mild 
symptoms but there is no mention of the risk of transmission of COVID-19 
between children, and children and adults. Presumably this is because the role 
of transmission in children remains unclear.  
 
Please see WHO Considerations for School-Related Public Health which was 
published yesterday: 
https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1277622/retrieve 
 

As you can imagine, I am equally concerned about the wellbeing of my staff 

and their own families and need to be able to plan for the number of children 

coming back. I would like to take this opportunity to  thank the staff for being 

https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1277622/retrieve


so amazing and positive during this difficult time. They have adapted quickly to 

a new way of working - some in school, some remotely, some both.  

I can assure you that in my long career, this has by far been the most 

challenging and stressful time to be a teacher and I thank you for the many 

messages of support you have sent over the last few weeks. Kind words from 

parents always mean a lot!  

 
Everyone at Old Hall would love nothing more than to get the children back to 
school and the intention of this letter is not to put you off but to inform you of 
the facts as they stand today. Whilst teachers will do their upmost to ensure 
children are happy and have lots of fun learning in school, it will be very 
different to how it was when they left in March.  
 

In the meantime, thank you for your continuing support – albeit from a 

distance – it’s really appreciated.  

  

Continue to take care of yourselves, your families and your fabulous children.  

  

Yours sincerely,  

Deborah Ainscoe - Headteacher 

 

 

  

 

 


