
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 3rd April 2020 

 

A Common Approach agreed between local Primary Schools in Bury 

following discussions and shared experiences over the past few days 
 
 

On behalf of all the staff and governors at Old Hall, I hope that you and your family are all well. 

We miss you all and you are never far from our thoughts.   

 

I would like to thank each and every one of you for following school advice and for trusting that 

we are making the right decisions for you, your child/ren and our staff.  

 

I would also like to reiterate some information and guidance following recent updates in this ever-

changing landscape.  

 

Government advice: stay at home and only leave your homes for the following very limited 

purposes:  

 

1. Shopping for essential food and medicines  

2. One form of exercise a day (a walk, a run) alone or with members of your household only  

3. For a medical need or to provide care or support for a vulnerable person  

4. Travelling to and from work only if absolutely necessary  

  

School closure 

We have had between 6 and 12 children attending school over the past two weeks which reflects 

the government guidance that school is only open to vulnerable children and those of key workers, 

where there is no alternative childcare available. The advice remains that even if you are a key 

worker, you should try to organise childcare away from school to help stop the spread of the 

virus. 

 

School will close today for the scheduled two week Easter holiday, but will re-open on Monday 

20th April.  Please note that Peelers After School Club has now closed indefinitely.  

 

 Our expectations for learning at home 

Following the most recent discussions with Head Teachers today, we have all agreed to adopt a 

unified strategy amongst our schools. We have decided to continue to upload ideas to our website, 

all we would like the children to do, is to try to complete what they can, depending upon their 

circumstances. We will be adding Education City Links (online games) and SPAG.com also online, 

which they may like to try, or complete as an alternative to the daily lessons. 

 

These are very unusual and unprecedented times.  
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Please remember: 

 Our children might be scared at the moment. They see and hear a lot, even when we think 

they don’t. 

 

 Their routines and structures are disrupted. They will feel tension and anxiety from the 

adults around them. It is a completely new situation for us all. 

 

 Children may expect the weeks ahead to feel like the summer holidays; we know that they 

will feel very different. 

 

 They may react to all this by changing their behaviours and showing behaviours you have 

never seen from them before. This might be difficult for you and your family but it is 

natural and to be expected. 

 

 Your child just needs these feelings to be acknowledged and to be reassured that you 

understand that life is just that bit less predictable at the moment.  

 

Under these circumstances, home learning may well add to this anxiety and stress – for them and 

for you. In that case, leave it. Your children need to be reassured, comforted, loved and feel 

secure more than they need to be learning.  

 

So, please don’t argue and fall out about any of the learning ideas we have sent home or offered. 

Instead, spend time together, share a book and talk about it. Bake and cook together. Paint 

pictures, create and make. Play board games. Do science experiments. Travel the world via Google 

Maps. Go on virtual tours of museums, art galleries and zoos. Look at old photos and tell stories 

about family members, some of whom your children have never met. Write letters to those you 

cannot visit at the moment. Keep a diary.  

  

However, for some children, a learning routine may be exactly what they need. They might thrive 

on structure and routine. They might be bored or anxious about not learning. They might be 

desperate to feel connected to their class mates or teachers. They might love learning and fly 

through tasks.   

 

Your child might be both of these types of children: most children are! Follow their lead and use 

your gut instinct. You won’t go far wrong. Don’t worry about their academic progress. All of the 

above will help them.   

 

Every child is in the same boat at the moment. They will all be fine when we get back to school, 

after celebrating being back together again, we will pick up from where we left off and meet your 

child’s needs like we always do.  

 

So, use the learning resources – or don’t. Or anything in between. Try to have fun spending time 

together. Your child’s emotional and mental wellbeing – and yours – is far more important than 

anything else. How they felt during this time will stay with them for the rest of their lives, far 

longer than any worksheet or online learning task.   

  

Kind regards and best wishes, 

D.Ainscoe,C Coop ,R Cooley 


