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INTRODUCTION: 
 
In our school we aim to provide a curriculum that is appropriate to the needs and abilities of all our 
children.  This policy helps to ensure that we recognise and support the needs of those children in 
our school who have been identified as gifted / talented.  
 
Definition:  In these guidelines the term “gifted” refers to a child who has a broad range of 
academic achievement at a very high level.  Those children who are gifted often have very well 
developed learning skills.  The term “talented” refers to a child who excels in one or more specific 
fields, such as sport or music, but who may not perform at a high level across all areas of learning. 
 
We seek to identify and make provision for any child who displays unusually high standards of 
achievement in particular areas of the curriculum; in most areas of work; or in general skill 
performances. 
 
This policy guides the way in which this happens. 
 
 
AIMS OF THE POLICY 
 
Through this policy we aim to: 
 

 Ensure that we recognise and support the needs of our children 

 Enable children to develop their full potential 

 Offer children opportunities to generate their own learning 

 Ensure that we challenge and extend the children through the work we set them 

 Encourage children to think and work independently 
 
 
IDENTIFICATION 
 
The identification process will need to have regard for factors such as, home background, school 
context, motivation, personality and pupils’ maturity. 
 
Early identification of gifted and talented children is crucial so that appropriate differentiated 
provision may be made available within the classroom context.  Identification should be a 
continuous whole school process drawing on a wide range of methods. 
 
DfES guidance states that schools are more likely to identify pupils who are gifted and talented by 
drawing evidence from two main sources: 
 
 

 Quantitative data, including results of standardised testing, national examinations and other 
available test data and standardised music, art, and sport assessments. 



 

 Qualitative Information, including teacher assessment, parent nomination, educational 
psychologist’s reports and the examination of pupils’ work. 

 
 
Whilst all schools will have very able children for whom they wish to make specific provision, those 
who will be nominated as gifted and talented will be: 
 

 Those pupils who stand out above the “more able group” according to academic ability 
(typically the top 2% of the LA population as a whole)  

 

 Pupils with particular talents in a creative art or sport 
 

 Pupils who have been identified in terms of high potential but who are underperforming in 
terms of current performance. 

 
See Appendices 1 & 2 – Gifted and Talented checklists. 
 
PLANNING FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING 
 
We give all children the opportunity to show what they know, understand, and can do.  When 
planning for children’s learning, we provide: 
 

 a common activity that allows the children to respond at their own level 
 

 an enrichment activity that broadens a child’s learning in a particular skill or knowledge area 
 

 an individual activity within a common theme that reflects a greater depth of understanding 
and higher level of attainment 

 

 the opportunity for children to progress through their work at their own rate of learning 
 
We provide a range of organisational strategies as children move through the school.  In English 
and mathematics, we sometimes teach children in ability groups, we have introduced Challenge 
literacy and Numeracy groups, which enable the children to work effectively with pupils of similar 
academic abilities from different year groups.  Teachers regularly review progress and plan 
accordingly.  Children will move within groups, as appropriate. 
 
Learning is also enriched through regular homework activities linked to the work being undertaken 
in classes.  Teachers set work at the level of individual children, or groups of children. 
 
Extra curricular activities offer gifted and talented children the opportunity to further extend their 
learning.  These could include sporting and musical, creative arts, ICT, foreign languages etc. 
 
In order to plan for and track the progress of Gifted and Talented pupils the school will maintain a 
register of pupils, remembering that pupils can move off, as well as onto this register, which should 
be regularly reviewed. 
 
Educational visits are offered to further enrich and develop learning. 



 
 
MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Class teacher: 
The majority of provision for the gifted and talented child will be the responsibility of the individual 
class teacher.  This provision will be based upon effective differentiation to ensure that the child is 
supported and challenged in his or her learning.  The class teacher should liaise with the gifted and 
talented co-ordinator and parents with regard to identification, teaching and learning strategies, 
monitoring and evaluation procedures, and individualised feedback.  This day to day management 
lies with the class teacher. 
 
 
Co-ordinator: 
 
Mrs Ainscoe is the designated co-ordinator for the gifted and talented pupils in this school. 
 
The key roles will include: 
 

 overseeing the identification of pupils 
 

 overseeing the implementation of the policy 
 

 monitoring the progress of identified pupils 
 

 leading the evaluation of the policy and providing feedback to parents, staff, and governors 
 

 attendance at courses and appropriate dissemination 
 

 leading staff Inset 
 

 liaising with secondary schools  
 

 collecting and providing a range of resources  
 
In order to affect these responsibilities the G & T Co-ordinator may have a specified time allocated 
to them. 
 
Headteacher: 
 
The Headteacher will ensure that the above management strategies are put into place in order that 
the individual child’s needs are met.  It is also his/her responsibility to report to governors on the 
progress and development of the policy and its practice. 
 
 
Governors: 
 
The governors will receive reports on the progress of the policy and will satisfy themselves that 
practice meets the requirements of the policy.  A named governor will be appointed. 



 
Appendix One – Checklist for Gifted and Talented Pupils 
 
Listed below are a variety of characteristics that may be evident in gifted and talented children.  No 
pupil will demonstrate all the characteristics nor will they be evident all the time but a child 
showing a significant number of them may have exceptional potential. 
 

 learns rapidly and understands advanced work easily 
 

 shows insight 
 

 persists in completing tasks 
 

 takes the initiative when answering problems 
 

 learns basic skills quickly and with little practice 
 

 finds practising previously learned skills a waste of time 
 

 follows complex directions easily 
 

 works at high levels of abstraction 
 

 can cope with more than one idea at a time 
 

 is self-critical 
 

 has deep insight and perception 
 

 is a keen observer and notes details and sees similarities and differences quickly 
 

 may be physically and intellectually restless 
 

 is seldom a passive learner 
 

 has a remarkable range of general or specialised knowledge in one or more areas and finds 
classroom books superficial 

 

 explores special interests at great depth 
 

 has quick recall, needs no revision and is impatient with repetition 
 

 learns to read early, retains and recalls easily and in detail 
 

 has advanced understanding and use of language but often hesitates when searching for the 
correct vocabulary 

 

 demonstrates richness of imagery in informal language and brainstorming 
 



 can ask unusual and sometimes awkward questions or make unusual contributions to class 
discussions 

 asks searching and provocative questions unlike those asked by peers 
 

 has exceptional curiosity and always wants to know the reason why 
 

 is quick to see connections and manipulate ideas 
 

 displays intellectual playfulness 
 

 often sees unusual rather than conventional relationships 
 

 can produce original and imaginative work although handwriting and spelling may be poor 
 

 wants to debate topics at great length 
 

 writing ability may be slower than mental speed so may be reluctant to write at length 
 

 prefers to talk rather than write and talks at speed with fluency and expression 
 

 sets very high personal standards and is a perfectionist 
 

 wants to succeed and hesitates to try anything where failure is possible 
 

 Demonstrates a sense of humour and loves pranks, puns, etc. 
 

 may not be as manually dextrous as peers which may cause frustration 
 

 can have a negative self-concept and may suffer from poor social acceptance by peers 
 

 may not appear to be listening to everything but always knows what is going on 
 

 often prefers the company of older students and adults 
 

 can become absorbed in a subject for long periods and dislikes interruptions or change 
 

 can be stubborn about own beliefs 
 

 can be sensitive and may react strongly to things causing distress or injustice 
 

 very understanding and sympathetic and empathises with others 
 

 Shows unusual interest in adult problems e.g. current affair issues etc. 
 
 
 
 
Appendix Two – Checklist for Gifted pupils in English and Mathematics 
 



Children with an aptitude in English are identified when they: 
 

 demonstrate high levels of fluency and originality in their conversation 
 

 use research skills effectively to synthesise information  
 

 enjoy reading and respond to a range of texts at an advanced level 
 

 use a wide vocabulary and enjoys working with words 
 

 see issues from a range of different perspectives 
 

 possess a creative and productive mind and use advanced skills when engaged in discussion 
 
 
 
Children with an aptitude in maths are identified when they: 
 

 explore a range of strategies for solving a problem 
 

 are naturally curious when working numbers and investigating problems 
 

 see solutions quickly without meaning to try a range of options 
 

 look beyond the question in order to hypothesise and explain 
 

 work flexibly and establish their own strategies 
 

 enjoy manipulating numbers in a variety of ways 
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