
Old Hall Primary School

Geography Policy

Introduction

This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning of Geography at Old Hall Primary School. This policy reflects the school values and philosophy in relation to Geography and geographical skills. It sets out a framework within which staff can operate.

Geography teaches an understanding of places and environments.  Through their work in Geography, children learn about their local area and compare their life in this area with that in other regions in the United Kingdom and in the rest of the world.  They learn how to draw and interpret maps and they develop the skills of research, investigation, analysis and problem solving.  Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human geography, children gain an appreciation of life in other cultures.  Geography teaching also motivates children to find out about the physical world and enables them to recognise the importance of sustainable development for the future of mankind.

Aims

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils by the end of each key stage, know, can apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programmes of study.
Principles of teaching and learning of geography

Geography is important because: 

· It is a body of knowledge essential to our understanding of the world around us.

· The skills and knowledge of Geography have wide applicability in everyday life.

· Environmental awareness is a pre-requisite for responsible participation in society.

· It is a statutory requirement of the National Curriculum 2014. 

At both key stages, the knowledge, skills and understanding requirements are set out under the four key aspects of Geography.

· Geographical Enquiry and Skills

· Knowledge and Understanding of Places

· Knowledge and Understanding of Patterns and Processes

· Knowledge and Understanding of Environmental Change and Sustainable Development

Key Stage 1 
Pupils should be taught about: 

Location knowledge 

( Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans

( Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas
Place knowledge 

( Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country
Human and physical geography 

( Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 

( Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

· Key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

· Key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop

Geographical skills and fieldwork

( Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 

( Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. near and far; left and right) to describe the location of features and routes on a map 
( Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 
( Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.

Key Stage 2 

Pupils should be taught about:

Location knowledge 

( Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

( Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

( Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)

Place knowledge 

( Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America

Human and physical geography 

( Describe and understand key aspects of: 

( Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

( Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

( Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

( Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

( Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

Inclusion and equal opportunities

The school has a responsibility to provide a broad and balanced curriculum, which meets the specific needs of individuals and groups of children regardless of their age, gender, ethnicity, attainment or background.

Old Hall Primary School aims to be an inclusive school.  This means that equality of opportunity must be reality for our children.  

We make this a reality through the attention we pay to the different groups of children within our school:

· Girls and boys.

· Minority ethnic and faith groups.

· Children who need support to learn English as an Additional Language.

· Children with Special Educational Needs and Disability.

· Gifted and Talented children.

· Any children who are at risk of disaffection or exclusion.

The National Curriculum is our starting point for planning a curriculum that meets the specific needs of individuals and groups of children.  

We do this through:

· Setting suitable learning challenges.

· Responding to children’s diverse learning needs.

· Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils.

· Providing other curricular opportunities outside the National Curriculum to meet the needs of individuals or groups of children.  (This includes speech and language therapy and mobility training).

Strategies for the teaching of geography

The Geography Curriculum is integrated into a programme of topics followed throughout the school. The predominant mode of working in Geography is co-operative group work, although individual work and class teaching are used where appropriate. 

Within this structure: 

· groups are usually of mixed ability with differentiation by role

· fieldwork in the environment is a core component of the Geography Curriculum

· teacher produced worksheets are frequently used

· relevant discussion is encouraged

· groups are encouraged to communicate their findings in a variety of ways

There is no specialist teaching in Geography, it is taught by the class teachers. When available, classroom helpers are used to assist in: 

· supporting group activities

· on outings and visits

· providing extra help for children with particular needs

National Curriculum (2014) objectives are used in Geography to support teachers when planning their programme and activities.

We teach Geography to all children, whatever their ability.  Geography forms part of out school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education for all out children.  The teachers provide learning opportunities that are matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties.  Work in Geography takes into account the targets set for individual children in their Individual Education Plans (IEP’s)

Differentiation is an important factor influencing children’s learning. It will be achieved by a variety of strategies including:

· The setting of common tasks, which are sufficiently open-ended for all pupils to use but which, can be completed at different levels.

· Grouping pupils by ability and providing tasks designed for that particular group whilst other groups have different tasks linked to the same theme.

· The sequential arrangement of tasks, with each successive part being more demanding to allow pupils to progress at a pace appropriate to their needs.

· The variation of the form and amount of teacher/assistant support and/or intervention according to specific needs.

Homework is used to support Geography through tasks such as: 

· Finding answers to questions posed in school through use of books and interviews with family and friends.

· Bringing artefacts from home into school for display and discussion.

The emphasis in our teaching of Geography is on integrated learning, linking the subject with many other areas of the curriculum, notably Science, History and Mathematics. Our focus is on topic work that develops a range of study skills allowing pupils increasingly to take control of their own learning.

· Much study of Geography is through practical activity and investigative fieldwork.

· Information handling skills, including the use of a wide range of source materials, are explicitly taught.

· Careful observation is fostered.

· Resources are made readily available and accessible.

· Pupils are encouraged to communicate their findings to others using a variety of methods including written or verbal reports and the use of graphs or pictures.

Excellence in Geography is celebrated in display and presentation including: 

· Displays of the results of geographical enquiry.

· Communication of the results of geographical investigations during whole school or whole class gatherings.

Strategies for ensuring progress and continuity

Planning in Geography is a process in which all teachers are involved, wherein: 

· The foundation for curricular planning is the School Development Plan, developed through a process of collaboration between staff, and approved by governors.

· Schemes of work for Geography have been developed from the revised National Curriculum 2014.

· Work plans are drawn up by individual teachers for each half term and monitored by the Humanities Co-ordinator and the Head teacher.

The Role of the Geography Co-ordinator is to: 

· Take the lead in policy development and the production of schemes of work.

· Support colleagues in their development of detailed work plans and implementation of the scheme of work.

· Monitor progress in Geography and advise the Head teacher on action needed.

· Take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of central resources for Geography.

· Keep up-to-date with developments in Geography education and disseminate information to colleagues as appropriate.

Feedback to pupils about their own progress in Geography is achieved through the marking of work. Effective marking: 

· Aims to help pupils learn, not to find fault, and comments are always positive and constructive.

· Is often done while a task is being carried out through discussion between pupil and teacher.

· Of written work is used sensitively and with discretion so that a pupil can assimilate a limited number of corrections at one time - this will vary according to age and ability.

Assessment for Learning 

Teacher assessment takes place at the end of each unit of work, with a notation against the child’s name of emerging, expected and secure. This description indicates the child’s performance against the learning expectations being recorded. 

Regular assessment is carried out using: 

( Observation of pupils as they work; 

( Discussion with pupils as they work; 

( Oral questioning to encourage discussion; 

( Self-evaluation of written work, map/field study work etc. 

Teachers analyse pupils’ progress in the units of work they have completed at the end of each school year to complete the annual report to parents/guardians. This report takes the form of a summary of the teacher’s observations and continued assessment of the pupils at work and a level at which the pupil is currently working.
The Early Years Foundation Stage 

We encourage the development of skills, knowledge and understanding that help reception children make sense of their world as an integral part of the school’s work. As the reception class is part of the Early Years Foundation Stage, we plan opportunities based on Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). The Development Matters statements for Geography can be mainly found in the EYFS Specific Area of ‘Understanding the World’. 

The development matters statements support the curriculum planning for children aged birth to five and forms the foundations for later work in Geography. These early experiences include: exploring and investigating, drawing on their own personal experiences and observing closely using their senses. They will also include using age appropriate software and technology.
The contribution of geography to teaching in other curriculum areas

English

Geography makes a significant contribution to the teaching of English in the school because it actively promotes the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening.  We organise debates on environmental issues because we believe that these develop speaking and listening skills.  Reports, letters and recording information will all develop children’s writing ability.  We also use environmental issues as a way of developing the children’s writing ability by asking them to record information and write reports and letters.

Mathematics

Geography in the school contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of ways.  We teach the children how to represent objects with maps.  The children study space, scale and distance and they learn how to use four and six figured grid references.  They also use graphs to explore, analyse and illustrate a variety of data.

Information and communication technology (ICT)

We make provision for the children to use the computer in geography lessons where appropriate.  We incorporate ICT in the geography curriculum planning at Key Stage 2, and we use it at Key Stage 1 when appropriate.  Children use ICT in geography to enhance their skills in data handling and in presenting written work.  They research information through the Internet. We also offer children the opportunity to use the digital camera and flip camera to record and use photographic images and videos.

Personal, social, health and citizenship education (PSHCE)

Geography contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social, health and citizenship education.  Firstly, the subject matter lends itself to raising matters of citizenship and social welfare.  For example, children study the way people re-cycle material and how environments are changed for better or for worse.  Secondly, the nature of the subject means that children have the opportunity to take part in debates and discussions.  We allow them to organise campaigns on matters of concern to them, such as helping the poor or homeless.  Thus geography in the school promotes the concept of positive citizenship.

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

We offer children in the school many opportunities to examine the fundamental questions in life through the medium of geography.  For example, their work on the changing landscape and environmental issues leads children to ask questions about the evolution of the planet.  We encourage the children to reflect on the impact of mankind on our world and we introduce the concept of ‘stewardship’ in relation to sustainable development.  Through teaching about contrasting localities, we enable the children to learn about inequality and injustice in the world.  We help children to develop their knowledge and understanding of different cultures

Strategies for recording and reporting

Reporting to parents is done on a termly basis through parent’s evenings and annually through a written report. Reporting in Geography will focus on the four key aspects of Geography.

· Locational Knowledge.

· Place Knowledge
· Human and Physical Geography
Geographical skills and fieldwork
Strategies for the use of resources

Classroom resources for Geography include: 

· Measuring instruments, such as tapes, trundle wheels, metre rules.

· Various other materials relevant to the scheme of work for that class.

Central resources for Geography are the responsibility of the Humanities Co-ordinator who has a small budget available. They include: 

· Sets of geographical measuring instruments likely to be used sporadically by all classes, such as weather station equipment.

· Globes, atlases, maps and aerial photographs.

· DVDs.

Information Technology is a major resource that is used in Geography for: 

· Communicating information (word processing and graphics/drawing packages).

· Handling information (databases and data capture equipment).

· Modelling (simulations and spreadsheets).

· The development and practice of basic geographical skills through the use of subject specific software and the Internet.

The School Library houses a small stock of books on geographical subjects and is regularly used for reference.

Health and Safety Issues in Geography includes: 

· Use of equipment in accordance with Health and Safety requirements.

· Teaching pupils to understand the need for safe practice on field activities and how to achieve this objective.

Monitoring and review

The Geography subject leader and class teacher are responsible for monitoring the standard of the children’s work and the quality of teaching in Geography. The subject leader is responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of Geography, for being informed about current developments in the subject and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The subject leader will complete an annual report where they evaluate the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicate areas for further improvement. Throughout each academic year, the subject leader must undertake monitoring of Geography across the whole school.
Policy updated by: Jodie Rea Autumn 2020
Adopted by Governors:  

Presented to staff:  

