
                                             

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome to your child’s first reading book. This is the beginning of a 

very exciting journey. All children love stories, sharing them, hearing 

them, watching them and acting them out. You don’t have to be an 

expert to enjoy reading with your child. It only takes 5 minutes to 

sit with your child and share a special book. Children gain immense 

pleasure from being close to you and listening to a story. This short 

amount of time will give your child the confidence and love for books 

to help them start their reading journey.  

Within our class, the children are all at very different levels of 

reading. We have assessed all the children and given them a book 

that suits their needs at present.  

Our books start with picture books with no words. These are 

extremely important, as your child will be able to retell the story by 

using the pictures. This will stimulate their imagination and give 

them freedom to explore pictures and new vocabulary. If your child 

brings one of these books home we would like you to model how to 

tell the story through the use of pictures, so the children begin to 

understand how to use story language.  

Some children will bring home a book with a few words in, these few 

words will probably be repeated on every page. Repetition of words 

is important for the children as they start to recognise text, shapes 

of letters and words and word recognition. These books also help the 



children to realise that the text is read from left to right and that 

words and pictures work together to make a story.  

The children will begin our phonics programme, called ‘Read, Write 

Inc’. This teaches the sounds phonetically so the children learn the 

letter sound and name together, we discourage the children from 

adding a ‘u’ sound onto each letter for example ‘mu’, and encourage 

them to use the discrete sound ‘m’. The children will bring home the 

sounds they have been learning each week to practise at home, they 

need to recognise, say the sound and name and then practise writing 

them. For each letter there is a little handwriting rhyme that can be 

said. This can be found at the bottom of each sound sheet. As the 

children remember the rhyme they remember how to form each 

letter. It is vital for the children to form each letter correctly. We 

have noticed that some children have already got into bad habits and 

are writing their names using capital letters and starting in the 

wrong places. These habits can be hard to break, but with constant 

practise and reinforcement they will soon correct themselves.  

In your child’s reading folder you will find a home school diary, you 

will find some helpful prompts to aid you whilst reading with your 

child. Home reading is vital to children’s progress and we really 

appreciate the hard work done at home, and would ask you to fill in 

the reading record with a relevant comment, which informs staff 

how you feel your child is getting on. 

Thank you ever so much for your continued support with your child’s 

learning. 

We hope you have lots of fun together. Please do not hesitate to ask 

if you have any questions about any of the above information. 

Mrs Hesketh and Miss Cooper. 


